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Conceptually, Childhood refers to 

the ‘earliest years of a person’s life’. 
Childhood Education thus denotes 
education in the earliest years of life’. The  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

earliest years of a person’s life can 
generally be described as the time from 
birth to the period just prior to his 
becoming an adolescent. Childhood 
education will therefore comprise of the 
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education given prior to entering into the 
primary school as well as the education 
offered to children of primary school age, 
and will have both formal and non formal 
dimensions. According to Abidogun 
(2009) pre-primary programmes can be 
categorized as Early Child Development 
(ECD) centres and day care centres for 
children aged 0–3 years and pre-primary 
(nursery) schools for children 3–5 years. 
The privately-owned centres are run on a 
commercial, fee-paying basis. The fees 
charged usually depend on the quality of 
the Teachers and facilities provided. 
However, the UBE Act of 2004 integrated 
pre-school education into UBE Programme 
as an essential component, resulting in 
increased government ownership and 
participation in pre-school early child 
development. Every public primary school 
is now expected to also include a pre-
primary/ECC centre which, like the 
primary school component, should be non-
fee paying and serviced free. The child is 
very important in education of any nation 
because any learning at this stage makes 
very deep impact on the life of the learner 
(Abidogun, 2009). 
 

Early childhood education in the 
form of nursery school or pre-primary 
education as we know it today in Nigeria is 
largely a post-colonial development. The 
semblances of it during the colonial era 
were the kindergarten and infant classes, 
which consisted of groups of children 
considered not yet ready for primary 
education. As grouping for instruction in 
schools was not age-based during that 
period, some children aged six or even 

more, could be found in some of the infant 
classes. With the phasing out of infant 
classes, some parents began to feel the 
need for nursery schools. The demand for 
nursery education was, however, very low 
until recent times. A study of the provision 
for nursery education in Lagos, by 
Makinwa – Adebusoye in 1981, for 
instance, showed that only 7.7% out of the 
948 parents in her study sent their children 
to either a nursery school or a group care 
centre. A similar study by Orebanjo in the 
same year showed that half the working 
mothers in Ile-Ife which by then was a 
semi-urban settlement, preferred keeping 
their children with members of the 
extended family for child care to sending 
them to day care centres or nursery schools 
(Orebanjo, 1981). 

 
The results of these studies would 

imply that parents did not value pre-school 
education by that period. This was not so, 
however, as Nigerian educational 
administrators, policy makers as the then 
military government of Nigeria had 
realised the need for it in the country and 
gave it official recognition in the National 
Policy on Education in 1977. 

 
Recent National Policies and Reforms 
on Childhood Education 

UNESCO International Bureau of 
Education (IBE) (2006) has given detail of 
recent national policies and reforms on 
early child education. This is what they 
have: 
The Child Rights Act (2003), the UBE Act 
(2004), the National Policies on Education, 
Food, Nutrition and Health are laws and 
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policies which have given shape to 
different sectoral interventions on Early 
Childhood Care and Development in 
Nigeria. Currently however, an Integrated 
Early Childhood Development (IECD) 
policy, that integrates interventions from 
the various sectors to promote an 
integrated holistic approach to the 
development of the child in its very earliest 
years. This stand alone policy is expected 
to bridge observed gaps in existing sectoral 
policies, e.g. the National Policy on 
Education and the UBE Act both of which 
did not make specific provisions for 
children age 0-3years. The policy was at 
draft stage, ready for consideration by a 
larger forum of IECD Stakeholders 
expected to meet early in 2006. The 
expanded scope of the UBE Programme to 
include a pre-primary linkage in every 
public primary school at state/LGA levels 
is a welcome development expected to 
boost enrolment, especially of girls in 
states with low girls’ enrolment. 

In Nigeria children education is 
given full attention as shown in the 
National Policy on Education. Section two 
of the policy document is set aside for 
early childhood/Pre-primary education 
(Federal Republic of Nigeria, F.R.N, 
2004). Sub-section 13 of Section two deals 
with the purpose for early child education.  

The purpose of Early 
Childhood/Pre-primary education as 
expounded in the National Policy on 
Education, 4th Edition (2004) is to: 

(a) Effect a smooth transition from the 
home to the school; 

(b)  Prepare the child for the primary 
level of education; 

(c) Provide adequate care and 
supervision for the children while 
their parents are 
 at work (on the farms, in the 
markets, offices, etc.); 

(d) Inculcate social norms; 
(e)  Inculcate in the child the spirit of 

enquiry and creativity; through the 
exploration of nature, and 
environment, art, music and playing 
with toys, etc.; 

(f) Develop a sense of cooperation and 
team spirit 

(g)  Learn good habits, especially good 
health habits; and 

(h) Teach the rudiments of numbers, 
letters, colors, shapes, forms etc. 
through 
Some of these listed purposes have 
much to do with national 
development and integration. For 
example, section (d) aims at 
inculcating social norms in the child; 
(f) deals with developing a sense of 
cooperation and team spirit; while 
section (g) hopes to make the child 
to learn good habits, especially good 
health habits. 

 
Children Education and National 
Development 

 Jimoh (2010) sees education as 
the process through which individuals are 
presented with a number of experiences to 
make them acquire relevant knowledge 
and skills that will make them useful to 
themselves and their individual 
communities. This definition resembles the 
concept of the Yoruba about education: 
they believe that education brings about an 
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Omo’luabi. Thus, it is a contradiction in 
terms to refer to a person as an “educated 
thief” or an “educated liar” etc. If you are 
educated, you cannot be a liar, or a thief, or 
a fraud. The summary of all these is that 
whatever is socially and morally 
unobjectionable and is desirable is good 
for the individual and individuals who 
always pursue such desirable objectives 
will always be good members of their 
respective communities. An educated or 
disciplined man must have something to do 
and know how to do it. Consequently, 
education helps the individual to discover 
and actualize himself by developing 
relevant skills in a given field of endeavour 
(Jimoh, 2010).  

 
In agreement with this view, wife 

of Ogun State Governor, Mrs. Olufunso 
Amosun, while officially declaring open 
the 8th biennial delegate conference of the 
Federation of Muslim Women’s 
Associations in Nigeria (FOMWAN) at 
Alagbe Esibi Royal College in Ado-Odo, 
Ogun State, described education as a 
veritable tool for national development, 
saying all children must be educated to 
enable them realise their potential and 
contribute meaningfully to the progress of 
the society (The Nation, 2012).  
  The place of education in national 
development and the overall wellbeing of 
the state cannot be overemphasized 
because every other resources is dependent 
on the degree of human resources 
development in such a state. According to 
Onochie-Igbidu (2011):  

No resource of any country can 
develop or harness itself without a 

reasonable input of developed 
human resources. This is where 
most countries, as well as 
individuals have failed in terms of 
allocation of scarce resources and 
utility maximization to yield greater 
output for the benefit of mankind. 
Educating a child means a whole lot 
to the larger society and not only 
attributed to the remote environment 
of such a child. Educating a child 
invariably brings about an increase 
in production output of a state 
whether in direct or indirect terms, 
but the truth still remain that the 
possibility can not be ruled out 
because the positive change every 
society is experiencing today, is a 
reflection of this fact of life.  

 
Fortunately, nearly all societies in 

the world have realized the importance of 
education to a reasonable extent, but the 
problem lies in the adoption process that 
would inevitably benefit the state and 
people at a cost effective rate. Nigeria 
happens to fall within the category of 
nations that have often misplaced this 
fundamental principle of growth by 
consistently courting a high illiteracy rate 
despite the realization of the importance of 
education to national development. The 
national policy planning and 
implementation department in this country, 
have remained insensitive to change and 
development, and have serially placed 
education of the child as a secondary 
objective to growth. Educational 
consciousness in Nigeria has however 
remained an individualistic problem and 
solution centered, without adequate 
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government incentives that would 
alternatively address the phenomenon in an 
equal national proportion. Rather, what we 
have as a tradition is the biblical "To Your 
Tent O'Isreal" where the policy 
administrators only concentrate on policies 
that favour those within their own category 
without a recourse to the needs of others in 
a lesser one, while on the other hand, 
parents have accepted educating their 
wards as their direct and sole responsibility 
which they often grapple to live up to, 
depending on class, social standing or 
amount of financial resources available for 
such venture. Without mincing words 
however, those who have no such means 
have learnt to manage the illiteracy of their 
wards and the consequent output to them 
and the society (Onochie-Igbidu, 2011).  

 
Again Education in a broad sense 

(Orobosa, 2010) is a process by which an 
individual acquires the many physical and 
social capabilities demanded by the society 
in which he/she is born into to function. In 
an ideal sense, education is an ultimate 
value and hence, through the provision of 
social service, it is an agent of change. It is 
to a nation what the mind is to the body, 
just as a diseased mind is handicapped in 
the coordination and direction of the bodily 
activities. Therefore, the single most 
significant complex of social – control 
tools for national development is found in 
the educational system, be it formal or 
informal. 
              In ancient Greece, the cradle of 
Western scholarship, education was a 
highly functional search-light beamed on 
society, it transcended reading and writing. 

While the Nigerian state were still under 
colonization modern education has already 
taken place the developed in advanced 
countries this brought successful 
engendered industrial revolution and 
breath-taking development. Development 
on the other hand, is a progressive 
unfolding of the potentialities of a given 
reality. As it applies to human, it is the 
integration of the various givings, natural, 
physical, acquired and human of a people 
towards the full working out, permanently 
and cumulatively of their being, as persons 
of their nation and their real productivity. 

 
           The essence of education, whether 
formal or informal, is to produce a person 
who will be a useful member of a society. 
According to Jane F. Dogle (as quoted by 
Orobosa, 2010) education must engender 
in the individual a disposition of personal 
autonomy, responsibility and relevant 
forms of life thought and action. The word 
relevant as used by her is the matter of 
cultivating individual interest and 
potentialities while autonomy stands for a 
person who is able to judge, act and think 
accurately as well as rationally. 
 

Problems Associated with Early 
Childhood Education in Nigeria 

UNICEF (2008) has given some of 
the problems associated with early 
childhood education in Nigeria to include: 
1. The quality and intensity of care, 

nutrition and stimulation a child 
receives during this period determines 
to a large extent the level of physical 
and cognitive development a child can 
attain. This type of care is not easy to 
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be given to children in Nigerian 
situation. 
 

2. Though appreciable progress has been 
made in early childhood care and 
education in the past four years due to 
government policy requiring every 
public school to have a pre-primary 
school linkage, the proportion of 
children enrolled in pre-primary Early 
Childhood Care Centres still remains 
low at approximately 2.3 million 
children. This represents about 21 per 
cent of the population of children in 
this age group. 
 

3. The caregivers of these centres are 
generally unqualified: about 85 per 
cent do not possess basic qualifications 
and more than half have no formal 
education. 
 

4.  Another major issue in Nigeria’s early 
childhood care and development is the 
poor state of the infrastructure, 
equipment, facilities and learning 
resources. Essential learning resources 
are lacking in most facilities while the 
national curriculum is not yet widely 
operational.  
   
Mainstreaming of the early childhood 

education course into pre-service teacher 
training from the 2008/2009 session is 
expected to provide strategic solutions to 
some of the itemised problems. 
 

Regenerating Education for National 
Development through Early Child 
Education 

Education is milestone of every 
type of development. Accounting 

Education author (2009), argue that 
education provides all knowledge to do 
any work with systematic way, adding that 
with education any country develops its 
economy and society. Well-educated 
population lives with silence and calm. 
They live with each other and believe in 
social community. Education develops the 
personality of the youth of nation. 
Education makes people perfect by 
providing large number of skills. 
Education creates awareness in the 
population that makes them self-reliant and 
self-dependent. Education is such a source 
that increases if it is distributed. A large 
number of International, Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) are 
providing free education to the orphan 
students of developing Countries. 
Education has the power to create stability 
and equality in different religions, caste 
people. In brief Education gives five major 
things to the nation's youth. Accounting 
Education author (2009) and other 
educationalists give them as follows: 
1. High Thinking Level: - Education 

develops High thinking level in youths 
. For example, the study of 
mathematics is said to develop many 
intellectual traits like the power of 
thinking and reasoning, induction, 
analysis, synthesis, originality, 
generalization and discovery among 
other traits (Sidhu, 2006).  Every 
mathematical problem poses an 
intellectual challenge and is a unique 
mental exercise. According to Sidhu 
(2006) mathematics is taught for the 
development of power rather than 
knowledge. 
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2.  High Logic Level: - Education 
develops High logic level in youths.  
Sidhu (2006) argues that mathematics 
education is the main way through 
which logical reasoning or logical laws 
are applied and its result verified. 
Mathematics helps to develop and 
formulate logical laws. For example, 
the symbol < has a meaning, e.g. a<b 
means ‘a’ is less than ‘b’. in logic the 
meaning of  this symbol is extended. 
For example, let ‘a’ denote cows and 
‘b’ denote a class of animals, then a<b 
means “a is included in b”, that is: all 
cows are animals. 
 

3. High Knowledge Level: - Education 
develops High Knowledge level in 
children. Reading keeps one abreast of 
the facts of any profession, career or 
any means of livelihood. According to 
Obianozie (2012), the vast store of 
knowledge and wisdom of past heroes 
and geniuses are unearthed through 
reading. This is what Sir Isaac Newton 
as quoted by Obianozie (2012), 
described as ‘standing on the shoulders 
of giants’. Again quoting from Robert 
Greene Obianozie (2012) said “Learn 
to use the knowledge of the past and 
you will look like a genius, even when 
you are just a clever borrower”. 
 

4. High Research Level: - Education 
develops High Research level in 
youths. Research is a way of inquiry 
into past phenomenon using past 
experiences. According to Mbakwem 
(2001), research or inquiry is a mode 

of problem solving in which the 
learner is motivated to draw on his past 
experiences and knowledge within and 
outside his environment in order to 
find solutions to problems. The role of 
research as given by Mbakwem (2001) 
include: 
 
To develop the cognitive skills of 
searching and data processing and 
the concept of logic and casuality 
that would enable the individual 
child to inquire autonomously and 
productively; to give a new 
approach to learning by which they 
could build concepts through the 
analysis of concrete episode and the 
discovery of  relations between 
variables…. 

 
5. High Integration Level: - Education 

develops High Integration level in 
youths. National integration according 
to Myron Weiner (in Garba & 
Shamija, 2005) refers to the process of 
bringing together culturally and 
socially discrete groups into a single 
territorial unit and the establishment of 
a national identity. The idea of 
National integration according to 
Garba & Shamija (2005) presumes the 
existence of an ethically plural society 
in which each group is characterized 
by its language or other self-conscious 
cultural qualities like Nigeria. It also 
presumes the existence of a political 
system that is made up of distinct 
independent political units, which the 
various groups identify. Hence 
national integration refers to the 
problem of creating a sense of 
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territorial nationality in 
ommendchildren, which over-shadows 
or eliminates subordinates parochial 
loyalties.  

 
Conclusion 

In Nigeria children education is 
given full attention as shown in the 
National Policy on Education. The purpose 
of Early Childhood/Pre-primary education 
as expounded in the National policy have 
been enumerated. The essence of 
education, whether formal or informal, is 
to produce a person who will be a useful 
member of a society. So our childhood 
education should prepare a future Nigerian 
who will fulfill this objective. In brief five 
major things Education gives to the 
nation's youth have also been discussed 
and recommendations enumerated. 
 
Recommendations 

In line with the above discussions 
therefore, the researcher recommends the 
following: 

 
1. There should be inclusion of a pre-

primary linkage in every public 
primary school at state/LGA levels. 
This will help to boost enrolment, 
especially of girls in states with low 
girls’ enrolment. 

2.  Should provide our children with 
intensity of care, nutrition and 
stimulation during this early period 
that will help determines to a large 
extent the level of physical and 
cognitive development a child can 
attain. This type of care is lacking in 
Nigerian situation. 

3. Caregivers of our children centres 
should be those who are qualified. It 
has been found out that at present 
about 85 per cent do not possess basic 
qualifications and more than half have 
no formal education. 

4. There should be proper provision of 
the infrastructure, equipment, facilities 
and learning resources.  

5. The play method of teaching that is 
advocated in the National Policy on 
pre-primary education should be 
effectively used. Let teachers be 
trained on the use of it. Proprietors and 
teachers provide the children with toys 
to play with mainly for recreational 
purposes and not for instruction. Very 
few, if any, nursery school teachers in 
the country have received formal 
training in the use of the play method 
or any other type of learning activity to 
inculcate social norms in preschool 
children as advocated in the policy 
document. 
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